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The sculptural qualities of an oyster mushroom (Pleurotus ostreatus) are clearly
revealed in all their glory in this image by Canadian photographer Dale M Reid (b,
1948). Recalling the series of bell pepper photographs by celebrated American
photographer Edward Weston (see p. 19), Reid sets the popular edible mushroom
against a stark black background, allowing it to take center stage and reviewing
the intricate curling layers and gills in remarkable detail. Photography was a
constant passion in Reid’s life, but it wasn’t until 2004 that she left her career in
the corporate world to become a full-time artist. She explored a diverse range of
subjects, from landscapes and urban, industrial scenes to still life and small
botanical studies in the studio, which have since become her main focus. These
studio images allow a freedom of experimentation, and Reid developed her
signature monochrome aesthetics with meticulous attention to lighting to elicit
the remarkable tonal range seen on her gelatin silver prints. Reid stated that her
artistic “vision uses the mushroom’s bizarre and varied shape, alien textures ... to
create crisp images with a dose of abstraction.” For Reid, the oyster mushroom
was a gateway to a new world; it was the first mushroom Reid photographed and
started an ongoing obsession with all things fungal — thanks to their variety of
shapes, texture, and form — that continues today.
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About the book

Explore the wondrous world of fungi, mushrooms, and mycelium in this
captivating visual survey

With millions of species worldwide, fungi and mushrooms are some of the most
diverse living things on the planet, and have inspired everything from spirituality,
pop culture, and art to design, fashion, and film.

This beautifully illustrated book celebrates the indelible role of mushrooms and
fungi in visual culture. Readers will discover more than 200 full-page images
arranged into artful pairings: a pre-Columbian gold pendant next to a Tiffany
Studios glass table lamp; a Hermes scarf across from a sixteenth-century botanical



illustration; a Yayoi Kusama painting juxtaposed with a plastic figurine of the
Nintendo character Toad. Work by Marc Chagall, Hilma af Klint, Andy Warhol, and
Takashi Murakami appear alongside ancient Roman frescoes, drawings by
pioneering mycologists, iconic children’s picture books, classic films, and vintage
ceramicware.

Together, the images reveal how fungi and mushrooms have intrigued and
inspired humankind across time and around the world.
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